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As far as the rulers are concerned, this guarantee
would lay upon them, their heirs and succes-
sors , the responsibility to discharge all the
obligations of progressive rule. So long as
these obligations are discharged their states
would remain not merely independent entities,
but would have a share in common policy, a
position incomparably more beneficial than
their isolated existence dating from the time
of Lord Hastings. More specifically to the
people of the states this guarantee would mean
that the administrations of the states would
be animated, not by a spirit of private owner-
ship, but by a desire for their progress and well-
being. This is the same thing as to say that
constitutional government must gradually come
into being in the states. This is practical
politics; all else is impatient idealism.
From the point of view of British India and
of India in general, this guarantee to the states
would mean the attainment of a great object at
a small price. It cannot be too strongly em-
phasised that the states are at the present time
quasi-independent sovereign units \vhich could
not be brought under any constitution without
their consent. The particularism of the people
of the states and the dynasticism of the rulers